


encased in a two-story glass skylight. The
chartreuse tentacles cascade downward,
reflecting the all-enveloping light. “You
should see it during a full moon,” says Gold-
man. “It’s spectacular.”

Through the years, Goldman has
amassed a museum-worthy collection with
pieces from Lino Tagliapietra, exquisite fruit
crafted by Flora Mace and Joey Kirkpatrick,
luminous sculpture by Christopher Ries,
and whimsical forms by Robert Mickelsen,
one of which is titled “Ludicrous Rex.”

One room with a 25-foot ceiling is
devoted to Chihuly’s Persians. The sun
beams through the entire space, capturing
the nearly 90 clusters of chartreuse, cobalt,
yellow and gold. “Chihuly had never done
one like this before,” Goldman says. “I
wanted the glass to look like leaves to bring
the outdoors in.” Goldman and Lombard
took the task straight to Chihuly in Seattle.

“Steve wanted a beautiful floating wall
of Persians,” Lombard notes. “He hand-
picked all the colors and watched them
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being blown. He zeroed in on the delicate
nuances. It’s a story of colors of nature across
the background of the canal with a lovely
play of light.”

“Steve had a blast—he was like a kid in
a candy shop,” Lombard continues. “When
you see the light coming in over the instal-

lation, the clusters are just brilliant. You.,

Jjust can’t find the words. It's humbling and
inspiring.” '

n his upstairs study and music room,

Goldman talks about the “600-pound

egg” by Christopher Ries. With a glass
wall as a backdrop that offers a view of ver-
dant foliage, the artist’s “Moonstone” is stra-
tegically placed across from Goldman’s mas-
sive desk. “It reflects the greenery behind
it, and at nighttime, it becomes opalescent,”
Goldman says.
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The 18-foot Chihuly
chandelier that greets
visitors reflects the
organic shapes of

the hanging ivy that
surrounds it. Chihuly’s
Persians, which are
displayed in a room by
themselves, mirror the
leaves just outside the
windows.
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—Robert Lombard, managing director, Millenia Gallery
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In constructing “Moonstone,” Christopher Ries’ vision was to
sculpt the largest possible piece of pure optical crystal. His
breathtaking result takes center stage in Goldman’s study/
music room, situated directly across the room from his desk.

AMERICANSTYLE +« JUNE 2007

“Moonstone” bears witness to Goldman’s
other passion: composing. Here, with 30
studio monitors and an orchestra simula-
tor, he creates his music. “The 30 speakers
connect to different synthesizers,” he says.
“If you stand in the perfect center of the
room, it’s like being in an orchestra pit. It
gives true meaning to the words ‘surround
sound.” ”

is aptitude for music led him to pro-

duce classical works while still in high

school. Then he studied music at the
prestigious Interlochen Center for the Arts
in northern Michigan. While his physics
degree carried him to a successful com-
puter hardware business (which he has since
sold), he continued to compose. To date, his
works have been performed by the Hungar-
ian Symphony Orchestra and the Orlando
Philharmonic Orchestra.

A tireless patron of the arts, Goldman
sits on the boards of the Festival of Orches-
tras, the Orlando Museum of Art and the
Orlando Philharmonic, and is a trustee of
United Arts of Central Florida.
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Somehow Goldman manages to squeeze
in other pursuits, such as the art of gastron-
omy, as evidenced in his state-of-the-art
gourmet kitchen. Whenever they can, he
and Love, his companion of 11 years, take
off on his-and-her Harleys. Now that the
four children between them have left the
nest, the couple finds it easier to take longer
trips. In the interim, Goldman continues his
discoveries in glass art.

“Steve just doesn’t collect artwork, he
collects the artist,” Lombaxd points out. “He
wants to know and understand the piece and
the artist. He wants to know the history and
the dialogue. That’s a true collector. Like a
fire burning within.”

Sounds like a Renaissance man. @

Based in Ormond Beach, Fla., freelancer
KAY HARWELL FERNANDEZ writes about
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